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Here, fully told for the first time, is the unforgettable story of the 26th North Carolina Infantry at the

Battle of Gettysburg. In July 1863 the regiment's eight-hundred-plus troops--young men from North

Carolina's mountains, farmlands, and hamlets--were thrust into the firestorm of Gettysburg, the

greatest battle ever fought in North America. By the time the fighting ended, the 26th North Carolina

had suffered what some authorities would calculate to be the highest casualties of any regiment in

the Civil War.Following a bone-wearying march into Pennsylvania with the rest of General Robert E.

Lee's Army of Northern Virginia, the soldiers of the 26th found themselves in ferocious, almost

face-to-face combat with some of the hardest-fighting troops in the Federal army--the heralded Iron

Brigade. The bloody contest on McPherson's Ridge produced some of Gettysburg's fiercest fighting,

and the troops involved--men from North Carolina, Michigan, and Indiana--established an enduring

legacy of American fortitude and will.On Gettysburg's third day of battle, the 26th North Carolina

was placed in the front ranks of Pickett's Charge. Following a massive artillery barrage, the tattered

regiment was commanded to go the distance in what would prove to be the most famous assault of

the war. At one point, as he watched the men of the 26th in battle, Brigadier General James J.

Pettigrew dispatched a message to the regiment's commander: "Tell him his regiment haas covered

itself with glory today."The story of the 26th North Carolina at Gettysburg is an American saga of

duty performed in the worst of warfare. It unfolds through the lives of key characters--the regiment's

twenty-one year old commander, Colonel Henry K. Burgwyn, Jr.; its second-in-command,

twenty-six-year-old farmer-turned-lieutenant colonel John R. Lane; twenty-two-year-old Major John

Jones, who had abandoned his college studies to join the army; and common soldiers like Private

Jimmie Moore, a North Carolina mountain boy who had gone to war at the age of fifteen.Covered In

Glory is an intensely personal narrative based on exhaustive research into the diaries, letters,

memoirs, and official records of the men who struggled on the bloody field at Gettysburg. It is a

powerful, moving account of American courage and sacrifice.
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goes to Mr Gragg for his excellent book on the 26th NC Regiment. As a long time Union County

resident in the "Old North State", I have often times looked at the Confederate Memorial located on

the old courthouse lawn in Monroe listing all the various units which volunteered to do battle from

this area. Units such as Co B, 15th NC Reg/ Co F, 35th NC Reg/ Co D, 37th NC Reg/ Co B, 43rd

NC Reg/ Co A,E,F and I, 48th NC Reg/ Co I, 53rd NC Reg/ Co C, 10th Bat, NC Artillery/ Co F, 2nd

Reg, NC Artillery (Jr Reserves) and of course ... Co B, 26th NC Regiment.Who were these men,

what were they like, what battles did they participate in, how many made it home and what were

their lives like when they returned. Political Correctness has taken it's toll in the South, demonizing

all those who participated in the Confederacy as extremists and traitors to the United States and so

... from the very towns and villages and hamlets where these men came from, little is known or even

spoken of concerning these men today. Indeed, more roadside historical markers of the exploits of

Gen Sherman exist today in this area than tributes to the men who defended their homeland.It is

true that the cause may have been all wrong ... men fighting for their own liberty and independence

while denying the same to an entire race of people is hard to justify. I do suppose that "States

Rights" must fit somewhere in the total picture of the war, but I am convinced that slavery was still

the main cause of the war ... so in the end, I guess that we are only left with the devotion to duty, the

courage and valor with which they performed that duty and the truly horrendous losses they

sustained in trying to achieve their ends.
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